Human T-lymphotropic virus type-1 related adult T-cell leukemia/lymphoma presenting as a parotid mass diagnosed by fine-needle aspiration biopsy.
A 48-yr-old black woman with a history of blood transfusions for menorrhagia secondary to uterine fibroids but no known Caribbean association presented with a 6-wk history of a rapidly enlarging right parotid mass. At the time of presentation, she could not close her right eye. An aspiration biopsy showed small, medium, and large lymphoma cells with angulated nuclei, red macronucleoli, and basophilic cytoplasm with fine vacuoles. Flow cytometry indicated a (CD25(+)/CD7(-)) T-cell lineage, suggesting an human T-lymphotropic virus (HTLV) 1-related T-cell leukemia/lymphoma, which was confirmed by polymerase chain reaction (PCR)-based amplification on DNA extracted from fresh tissue with specific oligonucleotide primers for HTLV-1 DNA sequence. Histology showed interstitial infiltration and destruction of the parotid parenchyma by lymphoma cells without involvement of adjacent lymph nodes. Total body CT scan and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) studies were negative for lymphadenopathy but showed liver metastasis. To our knowledge, this is the first reported case of HTLV-1-related primary parotid lymphoma as the initial presentation of adult T-cell leukemia/lymphoma.